. GO\IERNANCE"
A
& ()
N
5
. g
. o
. m_ 8 [] M
z
Initiative k
%,
. . %
Leveraging Al for a just world onynuan0?

Call for Applications: Master's Fellowship in AI Governance and Harm
Mapping
Mapping Al-Related Harms and Governance Gaps to Inform a Scalable Harm Framework for African
Settings
African Hub on Al Safety, Peace and Security (AI4D Programme) | 2026 — 2028
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Project background

Artificial intelligence offers significant opportunities for development across Africa, but it also amplifies risks such
as heightened inequality, structural violence and socio-technical harms. Frontier Al models are already being used to
spread disinformation, enable recruitment into extremist networks, and generate synthetic, non-consensual content
that disproportionately targets women and girls. Yet African voices remain underrepresented in global Al safety
governance debates, and most African countries have yet to develop the tools or institutional capacity to detect and
mitigate these risks.

The African Hub on Al Safety, Peace and Security, based at the University of Cape Town (UCT) and funded through
the IDRC/FCDO AI4D programme, is building African leadership in Al safety governance. The Hub takes a
whole-of-society approach, generating evidence on Al risks specific to African socio-political realities,
co-developing governance instruments that reflect African knowledge systems, and strengthening institutional
capacity to detect and mitigate harms.

As part of this work, the Hub is seeking a Master's student to map how Al-related harms manifest across African
contexts and to identify the governance gaps that leave these harms unaddressed. Drawing on harmscapes thinking,
which understands harm as layered, structural, and shaped by uneven governance capacity, rather than as a series of
isolated incidents, the student's research will inform the design of a context-sensitive, scalable Al safety risk
framework for resource-constrained African settings. The research will be conducted under the supervision of Dr.
Annette Hiibschle and Prof. Jonathan Shock at UCT.

Call for applications

We seek a motivated individual to conduct research mapping Al-related harms and governance responses (or the
absence thereof) across African jurisdictions. The ideal candidate will have a foundation in law, governance, public
policy, criminology, or a related social science discipline, and an interest in Al governance, structural harm analysis,
and regulatory gaps. The successful candidate will contribute to Hub research outputs and participate in
interdisciplinary activities such as stakeholder workshops, governance-tool development, and policy engagement.

The position is subject to admission into the Master's programme (e.g. LLM, MPhil, MSc, or equivalent) at the
University of Cape Town, appropriate to the candidate's disciplinary background.

Funding

Master's studentship, full-time over 2 years: approximately R150,000 per annum (R300,000 total), covering tuition,
and living and research support (including travel, fieldwork, data tools, and conference participation).

This studentship is funded through the International Development Research Centre (IDRC), under the AI4D
programme, in partnership with UCT's African Hub on Al Safety, Peace and Security and the Global Risk
Governance Programme in the Public Law Department.

UNIVERSITY OF CAPE TOWN

IYUNIVESITHI YASEKAPA « UNIVERSITEIT VAN KAAPSTAD




Requirements — Minimum

An Honours degree (or equivalent) in law, governance, public policy, criminology, international relations,
or a related social science discipline

Evidence of strong scholarly performance

Demonstrated interest in Al governance, regulatory analysis, or structural/harm-based approaches to risk
Strong analytical, communication, and organisational skills

Ability to work independently within an interdisciplinary team

Written and oral proficiency in English

Requirements — Desirable

e Familiarity with Al governance frameworks, comparative regulatory analysis, or structural/harm-mapping
methodologies (e.g. harmscapes, structural violence theory)
e Proficiency in an additional African language desirable
e Applications are particularly invited from South African and other African nationals, especially candidates
from previously disadvantaged groups
To apply
Interested candidates should send:
e A motivation letter detailing your skills, experience, and areas of interest, and how they are relevant to this
project
e A detailed CV including your academic record, previous work experience, any publications on which you
have been an author, and the names of at least two academic referees (max 4 pages)
e Full academic transcripts

Applicants who meet the above requirements are invited to submit their applications electronically to Ms Nwabisa
Thwani [nwabisa.thwani@uct.ac.za] copying Dr Hiibschle [a.hubschle@uct.ac.za] with the subject line “Al Safety
Hub Master's Student Fellowship Application — Harm Framework™.

Applications will be considered on a rolling basis until the position is filled.

More information on the African Hub on Al Safety, Peace and Security is available on request.

UCT reserves the right not to fill the position if there are no suitable candidates.
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